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OUR MISSION
Hands Across The Water supports and empowers children and
families through inclusive, strength-based services.

OUR VISION
We envision a community where every child is valued and has a safe
home and loving family where they can thrive.

OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Melissa Daneshyar, LMSW, President

Rick Modglin-Green, MA, Vice President 

Belinda Needham, PhD, Secretary

Darlene Helzerman, BA, Treasurer

Craig Fry, BS, Board Member
 

Hands Across The Water (HATW) is proud to be part of the Michigan Federation for Children and
Families, the National Council for Adoption, and to be Hague-accredited through the Intercountry

Adoption Accreditation and Maintenance Entity. HATW has been annually recognized by the Human
Rights Campaign for supporting and serving LGBTQ+ youth and families since 2011.
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EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR'S LETTER
Some marathoners say that they don’t notice how badly
their feet hurt until the race is over. The adrenaline takes
over and they gut it out, collapsing at the finish line. As
the pandemic marathon seemed to be coming to a close
in 2021, the toll that it had taken on every aspect of our
lives and the challenges it brought to the forefront,
seemed to hit our staff and families all at once. Our
collective feet were in agony. We handed over our
beloved parent education programs in Monroe, Lenawee
and Washtenaw counties to another agency through a
competitive bid process that did not work out as we had
planned. Yet still we have adapted, persevered, and
continued to show up for each other and for our children
and families. Miracles small and large made their way
through the pain and remind us of why we are here. Hope
abounds and new projects are flourishing. 

The squeals of a child in foster care running into her mother’s arms during a supervised visit
echo through our halls, “Mommy! Look what I made!” The adoption of a 17-year-old who had
waited nine years for the perfectly imperfect adoptive family to call their own. A generous
grant to expand our commitment to diversity, equity and inclusion and to challenge the role of
bias in our child welfare systems. A note of encouragement from an adoptive family through
our infant program who has cultivated a healthy relationship with their child’s biological
family. Recommitting to pursuing international adoption accreditation and welcoming home
nine children from three different countries to the United States. Another grant to expand our
behavioral health services to provide in-home coaching to support caregivers of children who
have experienced trauma.

Resilience. Strength. We are still here.  And so are the families who need us.  We are so
grateful for the donors and supporters who continue to stick by us and show that same
dedication.  We would not be where we are today without a community who believes in what
we do and keeps on running the race alongside us.
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Katie Page Sander, LMSW
 



PROGRAM IMPACTS
Our programs continue to step up to serve children and families in ways that make
meaningful differences to communities throughout Southeast Michigan. As noted in the
executive director's letter, our parent education program ceased operations before the
end of 2021, but through September touched 249 clients. 
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 THE
INFANT

ADOPTION
PROGRAM
FINALIZED

TWO
ADOPTIONS

AND
SERVED 47
FAMILIES

EIGHT
CLIENTS

RECEIVED
ASSISTANCE

FROM THE
PREGNANCY

OPTIONS
COUNSELING

PROGRAM

THERAPISTS
IN THE

BEHAVIORAL
HEALTH

PROGRAM
HELPED 92

CLIENTS

FOSTER CARE
LICENSED 18

NEW FAMILIES,
REUNIFIED 24

CHILDREN
WITH THEIR

PARENTS, AND
SERVED 150

YOUTH IN
TOTAL

THE
INTERNATIONAL

PROGRAM
FINALIZED NINE

ADOPTIONS AND
ASSISTED 97

FAMILIES, 48 OF
THOSE USING

HATW AS THEIR
PRIMARY

PROVIDER

 THE WAITING
CHILD

PROGRAM
FINALIZED

ADOPTIONS OF
26 CHILDREN
THROUGH THE

STATE OF
MICHIGAN



Program Services        $2,961,449 

Supporting Services      $388,294 

Fundraising                       $22,667 

Total                             $3,372,410  

2021

EXPENSES

MDHHS Contracts
85.5%

Private Pay
7.3%

Grants and donations
3.4%

Program Services
87.8%

Supporting Services
11.5%

Fundraising
0.7%

MDHHS Contracts   $2,792,266 

Private Pay                 $238,861 

Insurance                    $125,540 

  Reimbursements

Grants and                  $109,908  

  Donations

 Total                         $3,266,574   
 

2021 

INCOME
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The effects of the pandemic continued through the
2021 fiscal year; a smaller than typical number of
completed adoptions and foster care cases
impacted income, but less significantly than
originally anticipated when the 2021 budget was
created.

Grants and Donations 3.4%

Insurance Reimbursements 3.8%



In 2021 HATW was once more honored by
the Human Rights Campaign Foundation's
All Children All Families program, marking a
full decade of recognition for the
commitment we make to serving LGBTQ+
children and parents. HATW is one of only
two agencies in Michigan that have reached
top tier Innovator status but would be so
happy to see others join us. 
Now more than ever, agencies and
individuals serving marginalized
populations are challenged to commit
publicly to inclusion, and HATW is
committed to continuing this work.

A decade of recognition

ALL CHILDREN
ALL FAMILIES

When we were contacted out of the blue by
an Ohio-based adoption agency wondering
if we would be interested in doing a
cooperative fundraiser with them, we never
anticipated the fun we would have beating
them in The Game. The competition for
themed baskets of UM/OSU gear and tickets
to the Nov. 27 showdown at the Big House
raised more than $15,000 that was split
equally between the agencies. 

Friendly rivalry serves kids

BIGGER THAN THE GAME
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2021

NOTABLE EVENTS AND MILESTONES

Our first-ever virtual 5K raised more than $8,000 for HATW's
foster youth enrichment fund, a discretionary fund we
maintain to help young people in our care pay for art and
music lessons, sports fees and camps--quality of life
pursuits that don't receive the same support from other
sources as foster children's physical needs. The enthusiastic
response from our community was so very welcome. 

Hitting the pavement for a cause

5K RAISES FUNDS FOR FOSTER
YOUTH
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Lill and Jorge’s international adoption
experience is an unusual one, because
it started out as a domestic adoption. 

While living in the Dominican Republic,
they applied for adoption directly to
CONANI (the government institution
that regulates adoptions) and
completed the waiting period almost
completely while living there. They
then moved to the U.S., were contacted
shortly after the move about their son’s
placement, and quickly needed to
change gears. CONANI provided them
with a list of Hague-accredited
agencies, and they started to make
phone calls. HATW stood out as the
agency that took the time needed to
listen to their story, determine what
legal and compliance questions needed
to be answered, and helped Lill and
Jorge understand what steps they
needed to take at the speed required in
order to keep the process moving. 

They were surprised by the complexity
of their adoption once it became
international, the planning and
organization required, also how
committed the people (agency, lawyer,
CONANI) involved in the process are.
However, Lill says of their son “For him,
we would do it all over again, no
questions asked.” 

Lill and Jorge's

INTERNATIONAL
ADOPTION

 

Asked about what they would share with
others going through this now, Lill and Jorge
say that keeping perspective is everything.
“Take the process one step at a time and look
at every step as a completed goal. Trying to
dig into the whole process from the get-go
could be very overwhelming.” They also note
that at early on, the idea of medical health
questions about a prospective child is
challenging emotionally, and that it’s
important to be mindful of the internal
struggle parents go through when they begin
exploring adoption.

HATW is now Michigan's only Hague-accredited
international adoption agency. Learn more about
how we can assist you by calling 734-477-0135 or
emailing info@hatw.org
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Brittney knew she wanted something
different than life in a group home.

After many years in foster care and after
talking to HATW’s adoption caseworker, she
was ready to ask to be matched with a
family, if a good match could be found.
Brittney’s parents, Sarah and Amber, saw
her profile on the Michigan Adoption
Resource Exchange website, and asked to
meet with her. Even during their first
meeting over Zoom, Brittney says she
received “loving, kind feelings” from them,
and at their second meeting, which took
place in person, they started making plans.
Brittney is a young woman who knows her
mind, and who withstood some hurt
feelings and harsh treatment from other
young people living at the facility where
she was living at the time because of what
they perceived as a speedy or preferential
process, a process that Brittney credits to
her good relationships with her caseworker
and judge. Ironically, those relationships
were built over years in the system, so
there’s not really anything speedy about
what happened to Brittney: her forever
family came to her just before she would
have aged out of foster care.

Brittney says her case judge became, in
many ways, a father figure to her: she
would have liked it if he could have
finalized her adoption (“He was there for
the beginning, I wish he could have been
there for the end”) but illness prevented
him from being able to make it official.
Still, the day was a joyful one, and
everyone involved was excited about the
creation of this new family.

Brittney's

ADOPTION
JOURNEY

 
 
Brittney has clear eyes about the reality of
transracial adoption and says knowing that
her parents understood Black culture was
important to her. She feels secure with their
support of her, and that they realize what she
faces as a young Black woman. Brittney was
involved in the development of a production
at her high school about activism, which sadly
never made it to performance because of
rising COVID cases, a huge disappointment
after the many hours of work she and her
classmates put into it over several months.
Still, the fact that she reached her 18th
birthday as a member of a loving family
instead of being declared an adult and facing
the world on her own is something to
celebrate, as is the fact that she’s about to
become a big sister through a second
adoption in her family. 

Learn more about our waiting child adoption
services by calling 734-477-0135 or emailing
info@hatw.org



 
 
One thing that Daniel and Esther think would
benefit foster parents is continuing education
on trauma-informed parenting. “Trauma
shows up in the most unexpected ways and at
unexpected times, and preparation is
everything.” HATW couldn’t agree with this
more, and is working to better prepare
families and staff—look for more news on
this over the coming year. 

What do Esther and Daniel love most about
fostering? “We love seeing our kiddos
succeed. Seeing a kid that you've loved and
cared for reach milestones, learn new skills,
and adapt to new situations is the most
gratifying experience of our lives. It's such an
honor to get to love these kids.”
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Esther and Daniel have always felt
compelled to care for children. Esther, a
pediatric nurse, had no knowledge or
awareness of the foster care system as a
young person, but Daniel, an educator at a
teen center, grew up in a family where his
cousins were taken into kinship care and
later became his siblings through adoption.
Esther’s best friend became a foster parent
shortly after her marriage and having that
role model to follow helped shape her
foster care journey.

Daniel and Esther’s path to HATW was a
roundabout one: they were originally
licensed through DHHS, but the first child
they fostered had their case transferred to
HATW shortly after placement, and they
“immediately fell in love” with the staff
and workers. After that child was reunified
with their family, they decided to work
exclusively with HATW moving forward, and
transferred agencies. 

Esther and Daniel say that the biggest
surprise of foster parenting has been the
bonds they make with biological family
members, and that it has been empowering
and therapeutic to build and support
parents through this exceptionally difficult
process. “It's in the best interest for any
kiddo for their parent to be doing well, and
foster parents are in a unique position to
lift up and cheer on biological parents,”
they say. HATW staff have noted that they
are so committed to supporting these
connections that they put their own holiday
celebrations on hold to bring their foster
child and parent together for Christmas,
making two cross-state trips in one day to
center the child and parent’s family time.

Esther and Daniel

FOSTER 
COMPASSION

HATW is always seeking single or partnered people 
 interested in providing supportive care as foster
parents. Want to learn more? 
Call 734-477-0135 or email info@hatw.org



Individual Donors

Dominic Alessio-Bilowus
Willie Anderson
Patricia Antcliff
Genevieve Apker
Sandra Arnold
Michael Bard
Catherine Bartholomay
Janine & Bob Bartholomay
Rebecca Belian
Dean Birkholz
Christian Blackstone
Monika Bornhoff
Terry Branoff
Ross Bredeweg
Alec Bressler
Jaiye Bridges
Jeanette Bridges
Nicholas Briggs
Laura Brillman
Jamie Brotchner
David Bustillos
Adam Butler
David Caddell
Edward Cage
Denise Charneski
Patricia Tyson Chinnici
Ashlee Ciaramitaro
Joseph Ciokajlo
Joshua Clark
Roger Combs
Elaine Commiskey
Judy Cotner
Shelly Crundwell
Stephanie Custer
Melissa Daneshyar
Elizabeth Danilek
Anna Daoud
Rawan Darouiche
Spencer Davis
James Day
Jorge Guzman De Branoff
Gary Dembinski
Jill Dettman
Joanne Devore
Khue  Dinh
James  Easterday II

Sarah Ellero
Claudia Ellison
Allie Faulkner & Robby Eisentrout
Lindy Fekety
Andrew Feyerick
David Finger
Sydney & Amy Finkenbine
Richard Fisher III
Peggy Fisher-Kmieciak
Leyna Fleckenstein
Todd Foster
Julie Joseph Fox
Karen French
Diane Gaffney
Britany Gaier
Andrew Gardner-Northrop
Scott Garrity
Oliver Garza
Bruce Geryk
Maya Geryk
Robert Geryk
Ben Gillisse
Chrisann Ginnebaugh
Linda Goerge
Therese Gorski
Joseph Gradisher
Sunshine Gramer
Kathryn Greening
Kristi Griffith
Fred Haas
Jake Haberman
Joseph Haoui
Travis Hare
Logan Harmon
Megan Harris
Rhonda Harris
Cheryl Hart-Eaton
Jeff Hatch
Mark Helvenston
Darlene Helzerman
Steven Heng
Tim Henne
Heather Herrick
Kara Hewett
Laura Hilburn
Timothy Hileman

William Hoepner
Jason Hofmann
Daniela & Bryce Hogle
Deb & Mike Honsowetz
Mary Hood 
Laura Hooper
Margaret Howes
Charles Hudson & Kitty Perry
Chuck Hulce
Brian Humble
Jen Huss
PJ Iannelli
Michael Jager
Ellen & Mike Jasinski
Melissa Jenovai
Kyle Johnson
Stephanie Johnson
Cherita Hunter Jones
Tracy Kapusansky
Paula Kartje
Renee Keister
Tongina Kennedy
Katie Kerschbaum
Vikki Keszey
Geraldine Kieley
Samuel Knight
Molly Kramer
Brian Kurtz
Lauren Kurtz
Erik Kuszynski
Vivian Kyriazis & Gerald 
Krawczyk
Jason Lagow
Deborah & Jeffrey Lake
Judy Jove Landau
Joe Diesel Landschoot
Maria Lessnau
Fran Leu
Sarah Leverett
Diane Levy
Mary Mangum
Frances Marchand
Benjamin Martin
Atl & Claudia Martinez
Linda Martinez



Grants/Corporate gifts

Ann Arbor Distilling Company
Blue Cross Complete
Ethel and James Flinn Foundation
First Presbyterian Church
Kapnick Insurance Group
Michigan Nonprofit Association
Speckhard Knight Charitable Foundation
The University of Michigan School of
Social Work Child Welfare Student
Association

Kristy Maxwell
Maggie Mayoros
Stuart McCann
Leah McConnell
Michael Mclean
Wendy Mendizabal
Aimee Meyers
Jenni Meyers
Leah Michels
Jennifer Milliman
Becky & Sam Misuraca
Ana Moeddel
Laurie Moll
Elizabeth Morabito
Cole Morse
Dot Mueller
Donna Nafziger
Ishwar M Naik
Belinda & Rob Needham
Kathi & Jim Nelson
Joel Nichols
Hannah Noble
Kelsey Nowosad
Kyle O'Malley
Kellee O'Reilly
Dominic Orlando
Robert Ortega
Garry Packard
Gregg Packard
Lynn Packard
Jose Paez
Leonard & Susan Page
Mary & Joe Page
Peggy Page
Rich & Maureen Page
Kelly Pahle
Paul & Debbie Paliani
Daniel Papajcik & Jessica Newman
Maureen Parsons
Andreah Patsalis
Brian Payne
Penguin Random House
Maria Peralta
Karen Peters
Aileen Pettinger 
Elizabeth Petty

Gretchen Pleuss
Donna Preziotti
Eli Prout
Jennifer Randall
Robyn & Dale Rands
Teresa Recinto
Mary Rentschler
Ellen Renwick
Desiree Ricica
Hailli Ridsdale
Julie Roesch
Harvey Rogers
Juliet Rogers & Mary Downey
Jill Barkley Roy
Sean Roy
Jesse Ruiz
Kenneth Ryckman
Michael Samuelson
Esteban Page Sander
Katie Page Sander
Margaret & James Sander
Loren Sanders
Holly Schmidt
Karolynn Schofield
Holly Schonert
John Schultz
Jennifer Schulz
Stacey Seaver
Casey Shannon
Phillip Shannon
Janet Shea
Eric Sherman
Kristen Shuman
Morgan Simpson
Diane Smith
Nicholas Smith
Brandon Snider & Jeff Anusbigian
Karen Spaulding
Steven Stark
Jacqueline Stearns
Sarah Stone
Peggy Sutter
Beth Anne Sutton
Shinji Takahashi
Jennifer Taylor
Maria Tazzi
Linda Teague

Jeff Thacker
Angela Thomas
Sue Thompson
Lauren Thormeier
Scott Topor
Janice Tribble
Jen Trotter
Jan Ulrich
Colleen Van Lent
Kellee VanValkenburg
Marino Vassello
Ryan Walton
Sara & Nicholas Weidmayer
Marla Westerhold
Chris Westfall
Kyler Westfall
Bethany & Andrew Westrick
Kristina Wiggins
Tricia Wigglebazzy
George Winterhalter
Jen Wrayno
Nancy Wright
Marc Wruble
Rose Wywrot
Brenda Yaeger
Tim Zabel



Adminstrative office
781 Avis Drive, Suite 200

Ann Arbor, MI 48108
 

Branch office
115 E. Maumee, Suite 170

Adrian, MI 49221
 

734-477-0135
hatw.org

 
@HATWfamilies

 
 
 


